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Synopsis

A nostalgic collection of more than 120 Bible stories and art taken from Taylor’s Bible Story Book
and The Living Bible Story Book. Not only does Classic Bible Storybook present the truths of the
Bible in language that is understandable to kids, it will also generate fond memories for parents and
grandparents who remember the popular Hook art and the stories written by Ken Taylor. The stories
sound like they are being told by a kind grandfather to his grandchildren. Each story has 3 or 4
comprehension questions to help children’s understanding of Biblical concepts. Reading/hearing
these stories will help young ones love stories of the Bible and may help adults fall in love again with
God’s Word. About the author: Kenneth N. Taylor is best known as the translator of The Living Bible
and founder of Tyndale House Publishers, but his first renown was as a writer of children’s books.
Dr. Taylor and his wife Margaret raised 10 children, and his early books were written for use in the
family’s daily devotions. The manuscripts were ready for publication only when they passed the
scrutiny of those ten critics. Dr. Taylor's books have been read to three generations around the
world and have shaped the faith of many believers. All of his work pointed to his mission: to help all
people understand the Word of God and experience its power at work in their lives. Dr. Taylor
believed that it was important for the illustrations in his books to make the words come to life. Just
as the words were easy for children to understand, so were the illustrations. He especially
appreciated Richard and Frances Hook for their realistic, accurate portrayal of biblical scenes along
with sweet pictures of children. Their illustrations, along with Dr. Taylor’s stories, can easily form the

basis for many lively family discussions about the Bible.
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Customer Reviews

The Classic Bible Storybook by Kenneth N. Taylor and published by Tyndale is a hard covered book
with more than 120 stories from the Bible. The beautiful illustrations one finds in this storybook are
done by Richard and Franci Hook. Kenneth Taylor was a dad to 10 children and wanted his children
to be able to understand Biblical truths and sought to find a way to make that a reality. He has
written many other books for children and is also responsible for what later became the New Living
Translation of the Bible.This storybook of Bible stories has beautiful illustrations done both in color
and black and white. The drawings are realistic in nature and add the ability for children to feel
connected to the Biblical characters they read about. The illustrations will impress even the oldest of
adults down the youngest of children - | know my husband and | were impressed as was my
youngest who is 2! The care taken by the illustrators really can be felt to come through the pages as
you read the stories.There are 68 Old Testament Bible stories and 53 New Testament Bible stories.
Each story gives the Scripture that relates back to the Bible as well as one or two illustrations to go
along with that story. The stories are engaging, as all Bible stories should be, and are simple
enough the young will understand but detailed enough that the older children will not be bored by
simplistic language. Following each story are comprehension questions that the parent can go over
with their child(ren) to ensure a good understanding of the Bible story they were just read. The
questions can have simple answers for the young child but also give a chance for an older child to

give more detailed answers as they grow in the Word.

One common criticism of children’s Bibles is they tend to not give a good overall picture of what the
Bible is really about; yes, there are many stories in the Bible, but they have a common element
running through them: Jesus. Recently, a few children’s Bibles have done a good job of correcting
this, including The Jesus Storybook Bible and The Big Picture Bible. But before either of those
books were published, there were children’s Bibles by Kenneth N. Taylor.Taylor was a prolific
children’s book author, the translator of The Living Bible, and founder of Tyndale House Publishers.
In his two books Bible Story Book and The Living Bible Storybook (now out of print), he strove to
accurately tell Bible stories in brief sections, sometimes explaining how Jesus fit in - even with Old

Testament stories. Today, Tyndale combined what they feel are the best of both books to create



Classic Bible Storybook.The first thing you may notice when you pick up this book is that it includes
many stories rarely included in children’s Bibles, including the story of the original Passover, the
story of manna, Job, the first tabernacle and temple, a thorough telling of John the Baptist, a
detailed account of how Peter and Andrew became followers of Jesus, a thorough retelling of many
of Jesus’ parables (including a great recounting of the parable of the seeds), Jesus healing ten
lepers, a detailed account of what happened after Christ’s resurrection, and a brief retelling of
Revelation (which doesn’t discuss horrible things happening, but focuses on the glories of
Heaven).As you read, you'll also find mentions of how, for example, Christ took the place of the Old
Testament sacrificial lambs and how Jesus fulfilled so many prophesies. Many other unusual details

are included, too.
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